[Polycystic renal disease in the adult associated with an incomplete form of Marfan's syndrome (author's transl)].
A case of polycystic renal disease of the adult associated to dissecting aneurysm of the ascending aorta with histological findings compatible with Marfan's syndrome is reported. A review of the literature discloses only one case of this association, although without cardiovascular abnormalities. Polycystic renal disease of the adult is associated with some frequency to aneurysms of the cerebral arteries and, occasionally, to aneurysms of systemic arteries (splenic and renal). On the other hand, the Marfan's syndrome presents the well known dysmorphic manifestations associated to cystic degeneration of certain organs (congenital pulmonary cystic disease and congenital renal cysts, amongst others), constituting the so-called secondary abnormalities. The association herein reported might be considered as casual, but could also represent simultaneous mutations due to a single mutagenic factor. This explanation is supported by the identical hereditary pattern and the fact that both diseases share some secondary abnormalities.